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LANDSLIDES OF THE SAMBAGAWA BELT IN SHIKOKU, JAPAN

Jiro TaAxaHASHI
Department of Geology, Faculty of Education,
Ehime University, Matsuyama, Ehime, 790 Japan
(Received April 28, 1994)

The geological distribution of landslides in Shikoku shows that landslides mostly occur in
the Sambagawa Belt. The Sambagawa Belt is extensively exposed on the south of the Median
Tectonic Line. All of the rocks in this belt were metamorphosed into the crystalline schists.
In this belt, rivers and streams are V-shaped valleys which are being vigorously deepened at
present. Most of landslides are distributed on the sides of mountains. In landslide areas,
those slop angle are-between 20~30 degrees. The various causative factors of these land-
slides are listed below.

@ Undercutting of the banks by deeply incised rivers and streams.

@ Extensive development of weak rocks such as pelitic (black) schists and heavily schistose
basic (green) schists.

(® High weathering of the rocks.

@ Concentrated precipitation.

(® Construction activities (human interventions) without considering the conditions of the ter-
rain,
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